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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 14144 

LIMDIS 

CAIRO FOR SECRETARY'S PARTY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SOCI, SREF, SY 
SUBJECT: SYRIAN JEWS 

REF: USUN 5482; BEIRUT 12797 AND 12568 

1. EMBOFF ON DEC. 12 HAD OPPORTUNITY INTERVIEW YOUNG SYRIAN JEW 
WHO PROVIDED FOLLOWING INFO ON STATUS OF JEWISH COMMUNITY IN 
SYRIA. ALTHOUGH SOURCE LEFT SYRIA LAST APRIL (AND IS ONE OF 93 
RPT 93 SYRIAN JEWS NOW AWAITING ONWARD TRAVEL FROM LEBANON), 

HE CLAIMS HIS INFO IS QUITE CURRENT. 

(A) IN ALEPPO, JEWISH COMMUNITY NOW NUMBERS APPROXIMATELY 
1,500 WITH 200-300 MORE LIVING IN KAMISHLIEH IN NORTHEAST SYRIA. 
ALTHOUGH THEIR MOVEMENTS AND BUSINESS ACTIVITIES WERE RESTRICTED 
BY SYRIAN AUTHORITIES LONG BEFORE OCTOBER WAR, COMMUNITY HAS NOT 
RPT NOT BEEN SUBJECTED TO MORE DIRECT FORMS OF HARRASSMENT BY 
LOCAL SECURITY POLICE-NOT EVEN DURING WAR. JEWS LEAVING ALEPPO TO 
CROSS ILLEGALLY INTO LEBANON CONSIST GENERALLY OF YOUNG PERSONS 
ANXIOUS TO ESCAPE UNCERTAIN FUTURE AND/OR (IN CASE OF MALES) 
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DETAINED BY ALEPPO SECURITY POLICE, BUT WERE RELEASED AFTER WEEK 
OR TWO AND TREATED HUMANELY. GENERAL LIVING CONDITIONS DESCRIBED 
AS TOLERABLE. 

(B) SITUATION IS CONSIDERABLY WORSE FOR ESTIMATED 2,000 JEWS 
LIVING IN DAMASCUS GHETTO. BEHAVIOR OF SECURITY POLICE IS "VERY 
BAD", WITH OCCASIONAL INSTANCES OF PUBLIC BEATINGS AND VERBAL 
ABUSE-OFTEN ADMINISTED WITHOUT PROVOCATION. POLICE MAINTAIN 
OFFICE IN JEWISH QUARTER, FROM WHICH THEY KEEP CAREFUL TRACK OF 
EVERYONE. RELATIVES OF PERSONS BELIEVED TO HAVE ESCAPED TO 
LEBANON ARE SUBJECTED TO PHYSICAL ABUSE AND OFTEN JAIL IN REPRISAL. 
HOWEVER, OF ELEVEN SYRIAN JEWS ARRESTED OVER PAST THREE YEARS 
FOR HAVING ASSISTED ESCAPEES, ONLY TWO-DR. NISSIM KATRI AND 
JOSEPH SUWEID— ARE STILL BEING DETAINED (WITHOUT TRIAL). IN CONTRAST 
TO ALEPPO. JEWS FLEEING DAMASCUS-BY PROCESS DESCRIBED AS 'EASY" 

AND ASSISTED BY SYMPATHETIC CHRISTIANS— OFTEN INCLUDE OLDER PERSONS 
AND EVEN CHILDREN. 

2. COMMENT: WOULD APPEAR THAT ON MERITS OF SITUATION DES- 
CRIBED ABOVE THERE IS REASON WHY USG MIGHT WISH RAISE 
SUBJECT OF TREATMENT OF SYRIAN JEWRY WITH SARG. WE FEEL SURE, 
HOWEVER, THAT SECRETARY WILL CAREFULLY WEIGH IMPLICATIONS IN 
SYRIAN EYES IF, ON HIS FIRST VISIT TO DAMASCUS, HE TOUCHES ON 
ISSUE WHICH IS NOT ONLY SENSITIVE DOMESTIC ISSUE FOR THEM BUT 
ALSO EXTRANEOUS TO QUESTIONS CONNECTED WITH FORTHCOMING PEACE 
CONFERENCE. 
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